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Dear Friends,

It is with great pride that we salute the last 15+ years of progress and achievement of the Red Sox Foundation. Since its founding in 

2002, we have helped set the standard for professional sports philanthropy, which is a tremendous accomplishment. We are excited to 

march forward into another 15+ years of excellence and impact!

As we look ahead, we are inspired by the vision of our new Executive Director, Rebekah Salwasser. She joined the team in early 2018, 

and has already made great strides to align our programming to our mission, strengthen our core partnerships, and develop our 

Foundation team. Together, we are excited to improve upon our existing programs and partnerships, while looking ahead at creating 

new and innovative ways to make a deeper impact in the New England community.

With a sharp focus on Healing, Educating and Promoting Physical Activity, the Foundation has been creative, adaptive, and responsive 

to the needs of our community – from establishing long-standing partnerships, to managing a college access program and youth 

baseball/softball leagues – our team cares about the needs and requests from our fans, friends, and families.

With that, we are so grateful for the thousands of donors, sponsors, and supporters of the Red Sox Foundation. We truly would not be 

here without your continued generosity. On behalf of the players, front office, and Foundation, thank you! Together, we look forward to 

building upon our philanthropic legacy for years to come.

With appreciation,

Thomas Werner, Chairman 

Boston Red Sox

Red Sox Foundation 
Board of Directors

Thomas C. Werner, 
Chairman

Tim Wakefield,  
Honorary Chairman

Michael Egan

David Friedman

Chad Gifford

Michael Gordon

Linda Pizzuti Henry

Sean McGrail

Linda Whitlock

Rebekah Splaine Salwasser 

Executive Director, Red Sox Foundation

Boston Mayor Martin J. Walsh shares a laugh with Red Sox legend, David Ortiz, 
Red Sox President & CEO, Sam Kennedy, and Chairman, Tom Werner.
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Dear Family and Friends of the Red Sox Foundation,

In 2017, you took the pride and passion for our team and harnessed it to make a difference in our community. Your 

commitment to support the Foundation’s mission and make it your own is the essence of why we have accomplished 

so much in so little time. Thank you! Your passion drives me to stay involved with the Foundation and it is my sincere 

pleasure to serve as Honorary Chairman.  

Together we made it a priority to give back to the communities serving the children and families of New England and 

Lee County, Florida. Whether it was visiting patients undergoing treatment at Dana-Farber, helping students realize 

their dreams of receiving higher education, or supporting our brave men and women of the military facing challenges 

returning from war, it was a labor of love to give back to a community that has given so much to me over the years.

It is a true privilege to serve the Red Sox Foundation in this capacity. I know we have achieved a great deal, but I also 

know a lot more is to come. As we look forward to another year, I hope that you will be right next to us, making an 

impact and changing lives.

Respectfully,

Tim Wakefield, Honorary Chairman 

Red Sox Foundation

It’s an honor to join the Red Sox Foundation 
as Executive Director and work with our 
Chairman Tom Werner, Honorary Chairman 
Tim Wakefield, and Board to lead our efforts 
in leveraging who we are to further champion 
our mission and deepen what we do in  
our community.”

	 – Rebekah Splaine Salwasser,  
	    Executive Director

“



Our mission is to make a difference  
in the lives of children, families,  
veterans, and communities in  

need by improving their health,  
education, and recreational  

opportunities.

WHO WE ARE:
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HOW WE DO IT:

WHAT WE DO:

The Red Sox Foundation is a very unique Foundation in that it both raises funds, and donates money out to  
charitable organizations. In addition, it has the capacity and resources to manage and oversee its own  

programming, including Red Sox Scholars and the RBI programs. This puts the Red Sox Foundation in a league  
of its own when it comes to team charities!

We are focused on:

HEALING 
Through our partnerships with the Jimmy Fund, Home Base, and The Dimock Center

EDUCATING 
Red Sox Scholars

BEING ACTIVE 
RBI Program (Reviving Baseball in Inner-Cities)

WE GIVE
The Red Sox Foundation is a leader in charitable giving. Through ongoing fundraising efforts, the Foundation  

awards millions of dollars a year through various initiatives, grants, and scholarships, including:
New England Service Scholarships  Little League  IMPACT Awards
Red Sox Player Foundations  Emergency Relief  Charitable Grants

WE GET
To facilitate our ambitious giving strategy, Red Sox Foundation staff work tirelessly to raise millions

of dollars each year through events, grants, and sponsorships. Every dollar raised is a dollar donated.
Run to Home Base  Boston Marathon Team  Fenway Park Marathon  From Fenway to the Runway

Fenway Honors/Hall of Fame Gala  Knuckleballs to the Wall  Tim Wakefield Golf Tournament  50/50 Raffle  
Picnic in the Park  Right Field Roof Deck Concert Parties  Monster Mash  Grants & Sponsorships

WE DO
To maintain a deep connection and to make the greatest impact in the community, the Red Sox Foundation

manages and executes two extraordinary programs:

 Red Sox Scholars is a college access program that awards a $10,000 college scholarship to 12 Boston Public  
School 7th graders each year. The Foundation then provides academic, professional, and social support to the  

7th graders for the next nine years to ensure they graduate from college with as little debt as possible — as  
well as feeling part of a family of resources for years to come.

 RBI uses the sports of baseball and softball to promote the importance of good decision-making through the
development of good nutrition, leadership, respect for others, nonviolent conflict resolution, and an overall

commitment to one’s potential and to the community.

Above: Wally the Green Monster high fives an RBI softball player. 
Below: Red Sox Scholars team up with Rafael Devers and others  
for the Foundation’s annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service.
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Focusing since 2002 on health, education, and youth sports, the Foundation has donated 

much needed support and resources to 1,620 New England organizations, as well as its 

own programs, such as RBI and Red Sox Scholars. 

In celebration of the 15th Anniversary, Red Sox front office members participated in 15 

Acts of Kindness across New England. On August 19th the Red Sox celebrated the Foun-

dation’s work in the community with a special pregame ceremony. The event highlighted 

15 members of the Foundation’s programs and partners who have benefited from the 

Foundation’s work over the past decade and a half.

“Since its creation, the Red Sox Foundation has helped support hundreds of charities across 

New England that every day put people on a path to success,” said Red Sox Foundation 

Chairman Tom Werner. “But beyond the millions that have been donated to these worthy 

organizations are the vital programs that have been created by the Foundation to improve 

and even save lives.” 

In addition to the work of its Foundation, the team has helped other charities raise tens of 

millions of dollars over the past 15 years. The Red Sox have donated over 60,000 autographed 

items, provided free use of the ballpark, and issued over 250,000 complimentary tickets 

for games, concerts, and special events.

Celebrating 15 Years Of  
Charitable & Community Work

The year 2017 marked the 15th Anniversary of the Red Sox Foundation 
as the charitable arm of the Boston Red Sox. 

4
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The Red Sox Foundation and its Red Sox Scholars program have played a critical role in helping me  
to graduate from Boston University, join the Teach for America program, and now be a teacher in  
Boston. Over the past 15 years, the program allowed me to develop as an individual under the guidance 
of Foundation Staff, providing me with opportunities that I wouldn’t have been afforded otherwise.”

		  – Sam, Red Sox Scholar selected in 2003

“



66
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Take the Lead

Leaders from the Bruins, Celtics, Patriots, Red Sox, and Revolution gathered at 

Fenway Park to learn from one another and work together to emphasize the 

importance of an inclusive and accepting environment in their venues.

With the leadership of Massachusetts State Senator Linda Dorcena Forry and 

NAACP Boston Branch President Tanisha Sullivan, the teams agreed to partner 

on an initiative that would help advance the dialogue on race, starting with a 

PSA that would be shown to fans in each of their venues.

With the support of political and community leaders, including Massachusetts 

Governor Charlie Baker and City of Boston Mayor Martin J. Walsh, the meeting 

also sparked collaboration between the five teams to share community programs 

and initiatives that help foster a diverse fan base and front office. This established 

the Take the Lead Fellowship which is a one-year position to help achieve the 

goals of the initiative.

Take the Lead is a collaboration of New England sports 
teams to stand up to racism and hate speech.

Left to Right (Page 6): State Senator Linda Dorcena Forry, WBZ-TV Sports Director Steve Burton, Boston Red Sox Hall of Famer and Player Development Consultant Tommy Harper, New England Revolution President Brian Bilello, National 
Football League Hall of Fame Linebacker Andre Tippett, President of the New England Patriots Charitable Foundation Josh Kraft, Boston Bruins CEO Charlie Jacobs, Reverend Liz Walker, Former Boston Bruin Forward and Executive Director 
of the Boston Bruins Foundation Bob Sweeney, Boston Red Sox President & CEO Sam Kennedy, former Boston Celtics Forward and NBA Broadcaster Cedric Maxwell, Boston Celtics Senior Director of Community Engagement Dave Hoffman,  
& NAACP Boston President Tanisha Sullivan.
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Since 1953, the Red Sox and the Jimmy Fund have been 

a team, working in support of cancer research at the  

Dana-Farber Cancer Institute. Dating back to 2002 the 

Red Sox Foundation has sponsored the Pan-Mass  

Challenge, and through the WEEI-NESN Radio-Telethon, 

the Red Sox have helped raise millions in funds for 

the Jimmy Fund and the lifesaving work it supports  

at Dana-Farber.

The Red Sox Foundation’s focus in the area 
of health is the ball club’s long-standing 
support of the Jimmy Fund.

As Red Sox Jimmy Fund Player Captain, Brock Holt brought 
joy to hundreds of Jimmy Fund patients and their families. 
Mookie Betts and other team members pitched in, too, to 
raise spirits and funds.

HEALING

8
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$135 Million
Raised for the Jimmy Fund

65 Years 
of Support

9
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$22 million for Home Base  
through the program’s largest fundraiser, the  

Run to Home Base presented by New Balance.

Home Base has helped over 

15,000 veterans and their families
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More than 1,300 Vietnam Veterans and their families 
received a very much overdue and heartfelt “Welcome 
Home” on July 15th during a special pregame ceremony 
at the Red Sox vs. Yankees game at Fenway Park.

Hosted by the Red Sox Foundation and the Home Base Program, this 

event marked the largest-ever gathering of Vietnam Veterans in the 

nation. The event also marked the 50th anniversary of the Vietnam War. 

Created by Red Sox Foundation Chairman Tom Werner, Home Base, a 

Red Sox Foundation and Massachusetts General Hospital program, helps 

veterans and their families suffering from the “invisible wounds of 

war,” such as post-traumatic stress disorder and traumatic brain injury. 

The Home Base Program is the first partnership of its kind in the nation 

between an academic medical center and a Major League Baseball team. 

As a National Center of Excellence, Home Base operates the largest 

private-sector clinic in the nation.

HEALING

11
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The Dimock Center in Roxbury is the second largest community 
health center in Boston. Situated on a nine-acre site in  
Roxbury, they serve primarily low-income residents of  
Roxbury, Dorchester, Mattapan, and Jamaica Plain.  
Celebrating 156 years of service, Dimock provides more  
than 18,000 people with access to high quality, low cost  
health care, human services, and education every year. 

Dimock’s substance use treatment programs serve men and women from 

more than 212 zip codes in Massachusetts. They provide the full continuum of 

substance use treatment, including inpatient detox, residential recovery and 

outpatient services. Dimock recently opened the doors to the Dr. Lucy Sewall 

Center for Acute Treatment Services, which will increase their capacity  

to provide inpatient detoxification to 1,000 more men and women, treating 

4,000 individuals suffering with opioid addiction disorders annually. 

“This is an epidemic (of substance abuse),” said Dr. Myechia Minter-Jordan,  

President and CEO of Dimock Center. “We all need to step in and we want to make 

sure that all three of our hospital partners are working with us to stem this tide 

and demonstrate the patients that they are sending us from the ER are getting care.”

HEALING

12
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Health care with a personal touch. Dimock Center physicians, nurses, social workers, and technicians 
deliver comprehensive whole-person care to patients of all ages.

F.P.O.

2002-2017  
Charitable  
Box Score:  

$1,406,611
Donated to the  
Dimock Center



1414

 2
0

17
 C

O
M

M
U

N
IT

Y
 R

E
P

O
R

T
  |

  R
E

D
 S

O
X

 F
O

U
N

D
A

T
IO

N

Since the program’s creation in 2003,  
the Foundation has supported  

274 Boston students 

Over three-quarters of Red Sox Scholars 
will be in their family’s first generation  

to attend and graduate college

Over $3.9 million  
in support of Red Sox Scholars

Program Captains:  
Jackie and Erin Bradley

My grandmother [Doris Buffett] was so inspired by the young people she got to know during the Red Sox 
Scholars interviews that she was moved to expand the program to more students… The Red Sox Scholars 
Program’s focus on embracing each individual student’s needs parallels her work at the Letters Foundation. 
This approach, paired with access to a high-quality education, is critical to making sure that all young  
people have the tools they need to succeed.”

		  – Alex Buffett Rozek, Letters Foundation Board Chair

“
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The Foundation then provides academic, professional, and social support to the  

7th graders for the next 9 years to ensure they graduate from college with as little 

debt as possible – as well as feeling part of a family of resources for years to come.

In 2017, the Foundation expanded the program to include two additional “Sunshine 

Scholars,” made possible by a five-year grant from the Letters Foundation.  The  

Letters Foundation was established by siblings Warren and Doris Buffett and provides 

one-time humanitarian grants to individuals experiencing a crisis through no fault 

of their own, when no other options exist.

The Red Sox Foundation was also proud to celebrate its eighth class of high school 

graduates, fourth class of college graduates, and first-ever Master’s graduate in 2017!

In 2017, the Red Sox Scholars Program Presented by Beth Israel Deaconess Medical 

Center was supported by the Biogen Foundation, CITGO, Dell Technologies Championship, 

Highland Street Foundation, Letters Foundation, Lynch Foundation, and Target.

Red Sox Scholars, presented by Beth Israel Deaconess Medical 
Center, is a college access program that awards a $10,000 college 
scholarship to 12 Boston Public School 7th graders each year. 

EDUCATING

15
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The program provides recreational opportunities for low income, at-risk, 

inner-city boys and girls ages 9 to 18. RBI allows youth to be part of a 

safe and organized athletic program in which they learn valuable life 

skills through practices, games, clinics, and other enrichment activities.

Expanding upon the RBI program, the Red Sox Foundation facilitates  

a Rookie League program which introduces the sport of baseball and 

softball to younger children, ages 5-12, in economically disadvantaged 

areas and promotes good sportsmanship and respect for adults and peers. 

In 2017, the RBI Program was supported by Aramark, Franklin, JetBlue, 

Neighborhood Health Plan, Poland Spring, Regina Pizzeria, Target, 

Yawkey Foundations, and Zipcar. 

RBI uses the sports of baseball and softball to promote 
the importance of good decision-making through 
development of good nutrition, leadership, respect for 
others, nonviolent conflict resolution, and an overall 
commitment to one’s potential and to the community.

BEING ACTIVE

16
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boys and girls 

ages 5-18

187  
RBI games  

in 2017

“The Red Sox Foundation not only helped me build my softball skills but  
  also my personal skills. I can apply them on and off the field. I built great  
  connections, not only with my teammates, but with my coaches as well as  
  the staff. RBI has done a lot for me and I have a lot to thank them for.”

	 – Ana, RBI Softball Player

17
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The Red Sox Foundation launched the IMPACT Awards 
in 2015, which stands for “Inspiring More Philanthropy 
Across Charities Together.” These provide Red Sox 
fans in the surrounding New England states with  
the opportunity to support their favorite non-profits 
in their home states by nominating organizations  
to win the awards.

In 2017, the Red Sox Foundation named 15 IMPACT award-winning 

charitable organizations, including three from Connecticut, Maine, 

New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Vermont.

The 2017 IMPACT Award First Place Winners were honored during  

a pregame ceremony for an on-field check presentation prior to  

a Red Sox game at Fenway and also paid a visit to the NESN  

broadcast booth during the game.

18

WE GIVE

$225,000
Given out in Grants 

since 2015



19

In 2017, New England Service Scholars from 
170 New England public high schools were 
honored during the pregame ceremony at 
Fenway Park.

Since 2009, the Red Sox Foundation has awarded 

$1,000 scholarships to 665 public high school seniors 

from Connecticut, Maine, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, 

and Vermont who have demonstrated a commitment 

to giving back through numerous selfless acts of 

community service. 

In 2017, the New England Service Scholarship was proudly 

presented by Jenzabar and sponsored by Ford Motor 

Company Fund and, in Rhode Island, by National Grid.

19

WE GIVE

$665,000
Given out in Scholarships 

since 2009
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Red Sox Foundation’s support of Little League provides boys and girls the opportunity to participate in baseball and softball, regardless 

of their athletic abilities. Spearheaded by Foundation Board Member, Mike Egan, donations to Little League across Massachusetts 

expand on the important work the Foundation has begun with Boston’s Inner City youth and the RBI baseball and softball programs. 

Red Sox Foundation’s support of Little League also includes supporting State Tournaments, awarding Volunteer of the Year in six 

New England states, and conducting coaches’ clinics and leadership training sessions. 

At a spring training game in March, Massachusetts Little League District Administrator and Little League International Advisory 

Committee member, John Berardi, spoke about the partnership as a guest on the NESN game broadcast. “The collaboration will have 

a tangible impact on the many Little Leaguers across the Commonwealth,” he said. “These many volunteers are the backbone of 

each Little League community.” 

Tim Wakefield, Honorary Chairman and Little League Alum, said, “When children put on a glove and run on to the Little League Field, 

they learn how to play the game, but they learn so much more—character, focus, discipline, and teamwork. The Red Sox Foundation 

supports Little League teams throughout Massachusetts because these kids are our future.”

In 2017, our Little League efforts were proudly supported by MA Health Connector and also sponsored by The PawSox Foundation,  

The Portland Sea Dogs, National Grid, and Janet, Jenner, & Suggs. 

For the fourth straight year, the Red Sox Foundation partnered with Massachusetts Little League 
to support all 200 leagues, their 5,628 teams, and approximately 67,500 baseball and softball 
participants ages 5 to 16.

WE GIVE

20
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NEED 

PHOTO

Page 20: Little League Player Captain Hanley Ramirez made an appearance at the Needham Little League Opening Day; Page 21: Top Left: John Berardi, Mike Egan, 
Tim Wakefield, Jason Lefferts, MA Health Connector and Wally at the MA Little League State Tournament in North Reading; Top Right: Sam Kennedy and Mayor 
Walsh welcome little leagues to Fenway on Little League Opening Day at Fenway; Bottom Left: Tim Wakefield with MA Little League State Champions, Holden Little; 
League; Bottom Center: Hanley Ramirez with Needham Little League players; Bottom Right: Saugus Softball Little League players.
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To facilitate our ambitious giving strategy, 
the Red Sox Foundation staff works tirelessly 
to raise millions of dollars each year through 
events, grants, and sponsorships. 

Every dollar raised is a dollar donated. Thank you to  

everyone who supported the following events in 2017:

•	 50/50 Raffle 

•	 Baseball Champions for Charity Weekend

•	 Knuckleballs to the Wall

•	 Right Field Roof Deck Concert Parties 

•	 Monster Mash 

•	 Tim Wakefield Golf Tournament 

•	 Picnic in the Park 

•	 Fenway Park Marathon 

•	 From Fenway to the Runway

•	 Boston Marathon Team

•	 Run to Home Base

WE GET

23
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Teddy Ebersol’s Red Sox Fields 
are a great gift to those who love 
youth activities.

The fields are named for Teddy, the son of 

Dick Ebersol, former chairman of NBC Sports 

and his wife Susan St James. Teddy died 

in a plane crash shortly after the Red Sox’s 

2004 World Series victory. The Fields stand 

in honor of Teddy and in testimony to all 

those who love youth athletics.  

The fields include three baseball fields, an 

adult softball field, one T-ball field, and 

several general use or soccer fields.  Lights 

also allow night games to be scheduled as 

the fields are open for permitted uses from 

Tuesday through Sunday from April until 

November.

WE DO

24
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Thanks to a generous gift from the Youth  
Development Foundation in 2017, the Red Sox 
Foundation received a grant to install four 
indoor batting cages at Boston Centers for  
Youth & Families (BCYF) community centers.

The Red Sox Foundation and BCYF hosted a ribbon cutting  

ceremony where the newly installed batting cage was 

unveiled at Tobin Community Center. MLBPA Senior Advisor 

to the Executive Director, Omar Minaya and former Major 

League pitcher and MLBPA International Special Assistant, 

Javier Vazquez joined Boston Mayor Martin J. Walsh, Red Sox 

President and CEO Sam Kennedy, and BCYF Commissioner 

Will Morales at the festivities.

The first batting cage was unveiled at Tobin Community 

Center in Mission Hill. Three additional batting cages were 

installed in 2017 at Curtis Hall Community Center in Jamaica 

Plain, Hyde Park Community Center in Hyde Park, and Paris 

Street Community Center in East Boston.

WE DO
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DAYS OF SERVICE

In the beginning of 2002, Red Sox owners 
made their intentions very clear—to be 
active participants in the community.

The Red Sox Foundation alongside the club’s Community 

Relations Department, Corporate Sponsors, and the rabid 

members of Red Sox nation, have taken charge and have 

made significant impact on the lives of New Englanders 

through service projects, activities with under-served  

communities, and disaster relief efforts, as well as  

participation in important cultural events. 

Serving Others 
Together

27

In 2017, Red Sox staff and friends helped paint murals,  
engaged in activities with youth, delivered treats to first  
responders and, for the first time, provided a float and 
marched in Boston’s “Pride Parade”.
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The Community Relations department, through its programs and partnerships, 
is able to provide unique access, recognition, and rewards to a variety of 
groups and causes. Below are just a few of the causes that are championed 
through these initiatives.

“All Kids Can”: CVS Health and the Boston Red Sox partner on the annual CVS Health All Kids  

Can Baseball Camps at Fenway Park and JetBlue Park. These clinics welcome children with physical 

and/or developmental disabilities to receive batting instruction from the Red Sox hitting coaches, 

meet Wally the Green Monster, eat lunch in the dugouts, and enjoy the game that evening in the  

CVS Family section.

The BASE, based in Roxbury, provides baseball and softball training, as well as academic and career 

resources, to empower student athletes to achieve their full potential on and off the field. Since its 

inception, the Red Sox have supported the BASE by bringing players to the facility, hosting the kids  

at Fenway, and helping with fundraising and events.  

Latino Youth Recognition Days: The Red Sox and El Mundo Newspaper partner to honor top Latino 

middle school students from across Massachusetts as Latino All-Scholastic All-Stars. The students  

are invited to select games and are recognized during a pre-game ceremony. 

Sox Talks: Each summer, the Red Sox and Boston Center for Youth & Families sponsor Sox Talks in 

Boston-area neighborhoods.  Players or alumni, as well as the Red Sox Showcase and Wally the Green 

Monster, do baseball activities with youth at their local little league fields.  Once per summer, the 

Fenway Challenge features players and coaches giving baseball clinics to children at Fenway Park.

Community Relations  
Programs and Partnerships

28
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SNearly 5,000 autographed items 
donated to non-profits in New England and  

SW Florida to help raise funds

29
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The Red Sox Foundation helps young ball players refine their skills 

by supporting organized baseball activities throughout Boston. 

With Foundation support, the Boston Area Church League brings 

more than 600 Boston children to baseball fields to play Saturday 

doubleheaders with pastors as coaches, police as umpires, and 

assistant district attorneys as volunteers.

The Boston Area  
Church League

30
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Launched in 2004 by the Red Sox together with philanthropist 

Charlene Engelhard, Lindos Sueńos takes American teens to the 

Dominican Republic each summer to play with their teenage 

counterparts at the Red Sox Academy. In addition to taking the 

field, the players volunteer to build homes for local DR residents.

Lindos Sueños

31
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ABOVE: Massachusetts Governor Charlie Baker and leaders from Action for Boston Community Development helped  
celebrate the 20th anniversary of the ABCD Field of Dreams event which in 2017 brought in $400,000 for the SummerWorks  
job program, bringing the 20-year total to $5 million.
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Each year, the Red Sox host several events at the  
ballpark to help raise money and create awareness for 
community partners.

With access to the field, equipment, and Red Sox alumni, Action for Boston 

Community Development (ABCD), the Genesis Foundation for Children, and 

the Jimmy Fund are able to raise significant funds to support key programs.

The Red Sox also give attention and awareness to those in need by hosting 

special days for those affected by breast cancer and pediatric cancer. On 

Mother’s Day, Susan G. Komen helps identify several breast cancer survivors 

to invite to the park for a VIP experience and pre-game recognition, while 

each September, the club joins forces with MLB and Give-A-Buck to “Go 

Gold” for Childhood Cancer Awareness Night at Fenway Park. 

“Girls of Summer” is an annual day of baseball skills and camaraderie for 

female fans as they participate in clinics hosted by Red Sox coaches and 

listen to stories and advice from Red Sox execs and players.

Since 2002, the Red Sox and the American Red Cross have hosted the annual 

Day of Remembrance Blood Drive on September 11, honoring those who 

were lost. Over that time, over 11,000 pints of blood have been collected.

Community 
Relations Events
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Red Sox Players, coaches, and alumni have a special opportunity to use their 
celebrity to help others and bring smiles and happiness to those going through 
difficult times. Through hospital visits, Make-A-Wish experiences, and baseball clinics, as well as 

through their own initiatives and foundations, they are able to connect in a powerful way.  

Hospital Visits

Throughout the season, Red Sox players take time to visit patients at nearby hospitals. Each December, 

Red Sox players participate in the Holiday Caravan, a two-day event with visits to Boston-area hospitals 

to spread holiday cheer to patients. In January, top Red Sox prospects learn what it means to be active 

in the community by doing a service project and paying a visit to patients at Boston Children’s Hospital.

Make-A-Wish

The Red Sox host multiple guests from Make-A-Wish each season. In 2017, the Red Sox welcomed children 

from Connecticut, New Hampshire, New York, South Carolina, and South Dakota. In addition, David Price 

hosted a child in spring training who wished to receive a pitching lesson.

Player Programs

In 2017, Dustin Pedroia’s “Pedroia’s Platoon” (military members and families), Hanley Ramirez’s 

“Heavy Hitters” (Greater Boston youth), and “Red Sox Novatos” (Latino youth) continued to provide 

groups with VIP experiences, including meet and greets with the players and tickets to the game. Mookie 

Betts and One Mission partnered with Pitching in for Kids on the inaugural Mookie’s Big League Bowl 

event, which raised funds to help children throughout the New England area. David Price’s Project One 

Four, founded in 2008, is dedicated to making a difference in the lives of youth and, in 2017, helped fund 

the opening of a Miracle League field in Tennessee.

Players Pitching In

34



20
17

 C
O

M
M

U
N

IT
Y

 R
E

P
O

R
T

  |
  C

O
M

M
U

N
IT

Y
 R

E
L

A
T

IO
N

S

35

20
17

 C
O

M
M

U
N

IT
Y

 R
E

P
O

R
T

  |
  C

O
M

M
U

N
IT

Y
 R

E
L

A
T

IO
N

S

35

645 community connections  
by players and coaches

It’s our responsibility to do what we can to help people that are in 
need and do whatever we can to lift up their lives and lend a hand.”

	 – 2017 Red Sox Roberto Clemente nominee, Rick Porcello

“
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While their husbands are taking care of matters on  
the field, Red Sox player’s wives and significant others 
play an active and vital role in the community through 
their outreach and charitable efforts.

Each year the group dedicates their time and resources to impactful events, 

such as the Red Sox Foundation’s “Picnic in the Park,” the “From Fenway 

to the Runway” fashion show, Boston’s Healthcare for the Homeless “Sox 

for Socks” collection, the Greater Boston Food Bank’s “Strike out Hunger” 

collection, and the Jimmy Fund Scooper Bowl.

They also chip in to support other worthy causes. In 2017, Kelli Pedroia hosted 

her second baby shower for the spouses of deployed or seriously injured 

members of the military in partnership with Operation Shower. Carolyn 

Pomeranz and Lakyn Holt led a group of ladies to model in the 4th annual 

Christopher’s Haven Fashion Show in May. In the aftermath of Hurricane 

Harvey, the wives organized a “My Favorite Things” basket auction to 

benefit Habitat for Humanity and the Houston Food Bank.

The Red Sox wives can always be counted on to spread cheer through 

random acts of kindness, hospital visits, serving food at soup kitchens, 

answering phones for the Jimmy Fund radio-telethon, and countless  

other ways.

Players’ Wives 
Go to Bat
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Fenway South Springing 
For Local Charities

Since opening JetBlue Park at Fenway South in 2012, the Red 
Sox have maintained an ongoing springtime tradition of 
championing charitable organizations in Southwest Florida.

Over those six years, the Red Sox have raised over $300,000 from their Annual 

Swings for the Sox golf tournament and in 2015, launched the Lee County Red Sox 

Scholarships, a $5,000 scholarship given to 13 academically talented Lee County 

public high school seniors who have shown a commitment to community service.  

Through the Community Corner program, established in 2011, the team invites 

local non-profit organization to attend a Spring Training game.  Additionally, 

the Red Sox conduct a 50-50 raffle at JetBlue Park during home games which is 

donated back into the Lee County community.

For the 7th annual “Week of Service,” front office staff, players, and wives played 

games with families affected by autism at Family Initiative and assisted with food 

preparation at Community Cooperative, both Fort Myers-based non-profits.

Players and coaches helped raise funds for Golisano Children’s Hospital of  

Southwest Florida by participating in the 24th Annual Boston Red Sox Celebrity 

Classic golf tournament, as well as the Diamond Dinner which takes place on the 

outfield grass at JetBlue Park.  Each year a number of players and the manager 

also attend the Boys & Girls Club of Lee County dinner.

38
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Special Thanks to our Donors
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In-Kind Donors
A&B Burgers
Robert Almond
Chris Arapoglou
Jesse Baker
Karl Bandtel
Jonathan Barry
Jim Beck
Peter W. Bell
James Bertorelli
Bertucci’s
Arthur Black
William Bloom
Christine Boe
Francis Boggan
David Bohn
Brad Bolinger
Boloco
Michael Bonney
The Boston Beer Company 
Boston Beer Works
Boston Parks & Rec
Shannen Boyce
Jackie Brenner
William Brown
Greg Brown
Bill Burke
Christine Burke
Mark Burnham
Kevin Caliendo
Thomas Carvalho
Cask’n Flagon
Nicholas Chakalos
William Chin
Chipotle
Lucie Chisholm
John Chory
J Brian Colantropo
Scott Collins
Stephen Columbia

Charitable Donors*
360 Destinations Group
Accenture
Ace Ticket
Alliance for Strong Families and 
Communities
ANC Sports Enterprises
Aramark Sports & Entertainment
Army Health
Robert Atchinson
BAE Systems
Bank of America
Barefoot Wines
Evonna Batayeh
Beacon Capital
Ashley Bernon
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center
Biogen Foundation
Mary Black
Bloomingdale’s
Blue Cross Blue Shield
Colleen Blume
BoSox Club
Boston Celtics Shamrock Foundation
Boston Private Bank
Mark Brewster
Bridgewater Savings Bank
Heather Broffman
Reade Brower
Cynthia Brown
BTIG, LLC
Alex Buffett Rozek
Andrew Burg
Kathleen Burger
CarGurus
John Casey
Ricky Chan
The Charles E. Harwood Trust
Charles Engelhard Foundation

CITGO
Citizens Bank
Carol Clements
Richard Connolly
Corvias Foundation
Cross Insurance
Kari Cushing Nary
Custom Cable
CVS
Cheryl Dauly
David Davis
Dell Technologies & PGA Tour
Robert Dennehy
WJ Deutch
Thomas DiBenedetto
DMSE Foundation, Inc.
George Dolbec
David Dombrowski
John Dooley
Doris Buffett & Letters Foundation
The Doris L. Benz Trust
DRD Investments DRD Investments
John Drew
Eagle Development, LLC
Mike Egan
Electronic Boat Quonset Point Facility
Empirix, Inc.
Engie
New England Parking
Ernst & Young
FedEx
Fenway Sports Management
First Lieutenant Derek S. Hines 
Memorial Fund
Robert Fisher
Foley Hoag
Ford Motor Company
Foundation To Be Named Later
Franciscan Estates
Franklin Sports, Inc.

General Dynamics Mission Systems
Amy Golov
James Gooding
Phil Gross
GZA GeoEnvironmental, Inc.
Hanscom FCU Charitable Foundation
Harvard Pilgrim Heath Care
Amy Harvey
Rich Hassan
Heineken
Highland Street Foundation
Hotel Commonwealth
HP Hood
Hsueh Hung-Chun
Janet, Jenner & Suggs, LLC
Michael Jenkins
The Jenzabar Foundation
JetBlue
John Hancock
Jones Day
JP Morgan Chase Foundation
Lauren Karp
Kaspersky Lab, Inc.
Kayem
Kelleher Family Charitable Trust
Arthur Kelly
John King
King-White Family Foundation, Inc.
Klarman Family Foundation
Lance Kuntzman
Lack and Cogan
Learning By Giving Foundation
Gregg Lemkau
Liberty Toyota
LifeTime Fitness
Lois Lindenfelzer
Lockheed Martin
Dana Lopes
The Lynch Family Charitable  
     Foundation

The Lynch Foundation
Lyon-Waugh Auto Group
MA Health Connector
Major League Baseball Players Trust
Nick Malloy
Joseph Marshall
Peter McAvoy
The McCance Foundation
Margaret McNeill
Michael Melisi
The Mentor Network Group
Metlife
John & Mary Mills
George Mitchell
William Mitchell
Mohegan Sun
Julie Moore
The Morse Foundation
Stephen Mortimer
Eric Mullen
Dexter Murray
MyEvent.com, Inc.
National Grid
National Philanthropic Trust
Ethan Nectow
Neighborhood Health Plan
Jonathan Nelson
NESN
Neuro Brands 
Alec Nevalainen
New Balance
New England Patriots Charitable  
     Foundation 
New England Treatment Access, Inc.
Nutter, McClennen & Fish, LLP
O’Hanley Family Foundation
John Oldham
Sean O’Neil
Orange Barrell Media
Brian Palangi

Pawtucket Red Sox Charitable  
     Foundation
Sal Perisano
Marsha Pilakas
Pitching in for Kids
Ellen Plapinger
PROCON
Prudential
Susan Purkis
Qdoba
Dana Rashti
Regina Pizzeria
RFB Advertising
Patricia Ribakoff
Robert R. McCormick Foundation
RSM Boston
Jeffrey Rushton
Chris Sale
David Salem
Pablo Sandoval
Herbert Sargent
Allan Selig
Shearman & Sterling, LLP
Shields Healthcare Group
Sigma Phi Epsilon Northeastern
Sean Simmons
Vinayak Singh
Southern New Hampshire University
Andrew Spellman
State Street Foundation, Inc.
Stirrings, LLC
Sudbury for Wounded Warriors
Suffolk University
Sullivan & McLaughlin Companies, Inc. 
Sully’s Brand
Sunovion Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
Greg Susco
Brendan Swords
Target
Dominic Taverna

Ted Williams Museum
Michelle Thomas
TJX Companies
Trader Joe’s
Treasury Wine Estate
The Trust Family Foundation
Tyco Integrated Security
The US Charitable Gift Trust
Vinik Family Foundation
VR Advisory Services USA, LLC
Walmart
Werner Family Foundation
Winter Wyman
Joseph Wojnilo
Yawkey Foundations
Monte Young
YourCause, LLC
Brad Ziegler
Michael Ziering
ZipCar

University

*List reflects donations above $2,500
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Meet Our Team

Red Sox Foundation Staff
Rebekah Salwasser 
Executive Director

Michael Blume 
Program Specialist

Rico Mochizuki 
Assistant Director,  
Programs & Operations

Francesca Pelletier 
Events Coordinator

Tyler Petropulos 
Senior Manager of Programs 

Jake Siemering 
Development Coordinator

Jeff White 
Treasurer

Lidia Zayas 
Coordinator

Community Relations Staff
Pam Kenn 
Vice President, Community, 
Alumni & Player Relations 

Sarah Narracci 
Senior Director, Community  
& Player Relations

Kathryn Quirk 
Community Partnerships & 
Player Relations Manager

Sheri Rosenberg 
Alumni & Player Relations  
Manager

Join Our Team!
The Red Sox Foundation and Community Relations Team rely on 
volunteers to help enhance our impact, programs, and initiatives. 

To get involved, please visit www.redsoxfoundation.org/volunteer.

John Connaughton
James Conway
Aaron Cooper
Crane & Co.
John Croteau
Scott Davis
Jerry DeHart
John Deitch
Paul Deninger
Adam Desanctis
Christopher Fallona
Megan Farias
Steven Fern
Finagle A Bagel
Christina Francoeur
Fresh
Reed Friedlander
Fuel America
Matt Gamache
Game On
Anna Ghosiin-Szeliga
Chad & Anne Gifford
Thomas M Goehring
Kathy Goodwin
Bern Haan
Richard Hall
Paul Hannigan
Mark Hastings
Richard Holland
Hotel Commonwealth
Paul Huchro
Dan Ivascyn
Jackrabbit Design
jetBlue
JNG Event Consulting
Gail Johnson
Judith Jozefiak
Morton Kahan
Stephen Kirch
KPMG 
Steven Lainoff

Tom Leighton
Donna Leitao
Keith Lemire
Gregg Lemkau
Mark Leventhal
Elsie Levin
Douglas Losordo
John Macmillan
Mainely Burgers
Mario Russo Inc
Jeff Markuns
John Marshall
Wililam Martin
Liz Martin
Linda Mccabe
John McDonnell 
Andy Mcleod
Anthony Melfi
Stephen C Meyers
MiniLuxe
David Mittelman
Phillip Morse
Stephen Mortimer
Carrie Mussafer
NESN
New Balance
Edmund Nicholas
Thomas O’Connor
Jon Ottomanelli
Ann Page
Panera
Penguin Pizza
Ray Poole
PSAV 
Real Deal
Regina Pizzaria
Martha Rehm
Michael Rho
William Rhodes
Stanley Riemer
Richard Riordan

Brett Robbins
William Rosensweig
Steven Ruse
Sal’s Pizza
Christopher Sansoucie
Francis Scricco
Jack Sebastian
Timothy Seidner
Aron Shapiro
Jamie Shim
James Skeffington Jr.
Jeannette Skoropowski
Garrett Solomon
Craig Stanfill
Kenneth Z. Surabian
Teddie’s Peanut Butter
Corey Thomas
Tilted Kilt
Scott Toner
David Trust
Meredith Turcotte
Charles Tyler
Uburger
Rene Umanzor
United Liquors
Uno’s
John Vandemoer
David Voorhes
Tom Wagner
Wahlburgers
John Waldron
Robert Webster
Nathan Whitaker
John M White
Robert Wieland
RIchard Wilcon
Timothy Wilde
Mark Wolsey-Paige
Yard House
Zipcar



www.redsoxfoundation.org
Red Sox Community Relations

www.redsox.com/community

Fenway Park
Boston, MA 02215

617-226-6000


